Transfusion in the WHO African Region.
Different evaluations conducted on blood safety between 2004 and 2013 in Africa showed some progress in most countries. This paper describes the current status of the availability and access to safe blood in the Region. A cross-sectional survey was conducted from January to December 2018. Data were collected through a questionnaire prepared using key indicators of blood safety and analysis was done using Excel 2010 and results were compared to those of the 2013. A total of 2,678 blood centres were reported including 244 (9%) stand-alone and 2,434 (91%) hospital based. Amongst these countries, 90.2% had a blood policy, 60.1% participated in an External Quality Assessment Scheme for Transfusion Transmissible Infections screening, 12% had accredited blood services, 73.2% had national guidelines on clinical use of blood and 78% had a government budget. The total number of blood units collected was 4,899,913 and the average proportion of voluntary blood donations was 71%. Plasma-derived medicinal products were included in the national essential medicines list in 52.6% of countries. The average proportion of units of blood tested for infections was 99.5% for HIV, 92.3% for HBV, 98.9% for HCV, 98.8% for syphilis. The percentage of whole blood separated into blood components was 63.4%. Countries in the region continue to improve availability and access to safe blood, but challenges still remain and call for concrete actions required to reach universal access to quality and safe blood for transfusion throughout the region.